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SUMMARY  OF  VITAL  STATISTICS,  1 952 


Area  (acres) 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

59,005 

Population  1951  (Census) 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

14,540 

Number  of  separate  dwellings  occupied  1931 

(Census) 

Potterspury  and  Towcester  R.D.s. 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

3,771 

Number  of  separate  domestic  dwellings  occupied  1952 

•  •  • 

4,750 

Rateable  Value,  1952 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

£61,474 

Product  of  a  Penny  Rate,  1952  ^ 

•  •  • 

•  •  « 

•  •  • 

£234 

Live  Births — 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Rate 

Legitimate 

203 

98 

105 

Illegitimate 

18 

12 

4 

15.1 

219 

110 

109 

Stillbirth— 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Rate 

Legitimate 

6 

1 

5 

Illegitimate 

- 

- 

.41 

6 

1 

5 

« 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Rate 

Deaths  (all  causes 

171 

85 

86 

11.8 

Deaths  from  Pregancy  Childbirth  abortion 

- 

- 

Nil 

Infant  Mortality — rate  per  1,000  live  births 

Legitimate 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

27.4 

Illegitimate 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

4.5 

Total 

•  •  • 

31.9 

Death  from  Cancer  (all  ages) 

•  a  • 

•  •  • 

i 

•  •  w 

22 

“  “  Measles 

o  ♦  • 

•  •  • 

Nil 

Whooping  Cough 

I'  4  « 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Nil 
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TOWCESTER 
June,  1953. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Coucillors  of  the  Rural  District  of 

Towcester 


Mr.  Chairman,  My  Lady,  Ladies  and  Gentleman. 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  for  1952 

As  I  only  took  over  from  Dr.  McCracken  in  Oct  1952  the 
main  observations  relate  to  the  first  nine  months  of  Year  with 
which  I  am  in  entire  agreement. 

1  have  to  thank  Mr  Powell  3/our  sanitary  inspector  for 
his  great  help  and  advice  especially  as  he  has  no  assistant  and 
is  overworked  since  the  assistant  sanitary  inspector  was  called 
upon  National  Service  and  has  so  far  not  been  replaced. 

As  alway  the  main  need  is  the  rehousing  of  the  people 
in  habitable  houses. 

One  also  notes  the  very  few  who  were  vaccinated  during 
the  year  and  hopes  that  with  the  introduction  of  vaccination  at 
the  welfare  clinics  a  large  number  of  mothers  will  take  advantage 
of  this 

Again  1  note  that  the  smaller  villages  are  demanding  piped  sew¬ 
erage  and  one  hopes  that  this  will  not  be  long  in  being  provided. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

ARTHUR  LUCAS 


Medical  Office r  of  Health 


SECTION  A. 

NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 

Social  Conditions. — The  employed  population  is  engaged  mainly  in  agricul¬ 
tural  work.  Light  iron  founding  and  the  manufacture  of  plastic  components 
are  carried  on  at  Towcester,  whilst  oxides  for  pigment  production  are  man¬ 
ufactured  at  Deanshanger.  A  number  of  small  factories  for  manufacture  of 
boots  and  shoes  are  also  established  in  the  district. 


Acres — The  area  of  the  District  is  59,009  acres. 


Popu’ation — The  Registrar-General  has  estimated  the  resident  mid¬ 
year  population  for  1952  to  have  been  14,490  persons,  as  compared  with 
14,620  for  1951.  The  natural  increase  in  population,  i.e.,  the  excess  of  birth 
over  deaths  ammounts  to  48  persons  as  compared  with  33  for  the  previous 
year.  The  estimated  decrease  in  population  totals  130  persons. 


Deaths — The  total  number  of  deaths  assigned  to  the  district  by  the 
Registrar-General  after  adjustment  for  outward  and  inward  transferable  deaths 
was  171  compared  with  197  in  1951.  The  crude  death  rate  based  on  the 
mid-year  estimated  population  was  11.8  as  compared  with  13.74  for  1951 
The  following  table  shows  the  death  rates  for  the  quinquennium  1948-1952, 
together  with  corresponding  rates  for  England  and  Wales  and  the  Admin- 
strative  County. 

Death  Rates  1948-52 


1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

Towcester  R.D. 

...  13.23 

12.59 

13.61 

13.47 

11.8 

Administrative  County 

...  n.oo 

12.07 

12.01 

12.13 

11.04 

England  and  Wales 

...  10.80 

11.70 

11.60 

12.50 

11.3 

A  list  of  the  causes  of  death  classified  according  to  the  Abridged  list 
of  Causes  of  Deaths  as  used  in  England  and  Wales  is  given  in  Table  No,  I. 
page  18,  whilst  the  history  of  rate,  with  other  vital  statistics  for  1919-52  is 
shown  in  Table  No.2,  page  19. 


In  order  to  make  allowances  for  the  age  and  sex  distribution  pop¬ 
ulations  in  different  areas,  the  Registrar-General  has  calculated  the  area 
comparability  factor,  which,  when  multiplied  by  the  local  death  rate,  allows 
a  truer  local  death  rate  of  11.3 

Births — The  numbers  of  live  births  assigned  to  the  district  was  219 
(110  males,  109  females)  as  compared  with  230  in  1951,  thus  giving  a  birth 
rate  of  15.11  per  thousand  of  population,  as  compared  with  15.77  for  1951. 
The  following  table  shows  the  trend  of  the  birth  rate  for  1948-1952,  together 
with  other  rates  for  comparision. 


Birth  Rate  1948-52 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

Towester  R.D. 

17.11 

17.83 

15.00 

15.73 

15.11 

Administrative  County 

17.46 

16  19 

15.71 

15.57 

15.50 

England  and  Wales 

17.90 

16.70 

15.80 

15.50 

15.3 
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The  local  birth  rate  when  modified  by  the  application  of  the  area  comparability 
factor  of  1.12  gives  an  adjusted  rate  of  17.36  as  compared  with  15.30  for  England  and  Wales. 

Stillbirths  —  The  number  of  stillbirths  registered  was  6,  as  compared  with  4  in  1952 
This  is  equivalent  to  a  rate  of  0.41  per  thousand  of  population,  compared  with  0.35  for 
England  and  Wales. 

Illegitimate  Birth  Rate  —  16  illegitimate  live  births  (12  males,  4  females)  were 
registered  as  compared  with  11  in  1951.  This  number  gives  a  rate  of  73.06  per  thousand 
live  births,  as  compared  with  47.80  in  1951. 

Maternal  Mortality  —  There  were  no  deaths. 

Infant  Mortality  —  The  number  of  infants  who  died  before  attaining  their  first 
birthbay  was  7  (4  males,  3  females).  One  was  illegitimate.  The  rate  per  thousand  related 
live  births  was  31.9  which  is  much  in  excess  of  the  national  rate  of  27.60.  The  rates  for 
1948-52  together  with  other  rates  for  comparison,  are:- 

Deaths  under  one  year  per  thousand  Live  Births. 


1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

Towcester  R.D. 

54.62 

31.37 

32.25 

47.80 

31.9 

Administrative  County 

31.70 

33.78 

29.53 

25.26 

24.96 

England  and  Wales 

34.00 

32,00 

29.80 

29.60 

27.6 

SECTION  19. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  SERVICES 

Laboratory  Facilities.  -  The  bacteriological  work  associated  with  the 
control  of  infectious  disease  is  carried  out  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
Service,  whose  laboratory  at  Northampton  General  Hospital  is  in  charge  of 
Dr.  L.  Hoyle.  The  bacteriological  examination  of  water,  milk,  food  and  ice 
cream  is  also  carried  out  by  Dr.  Hoyle. 

Diptheria  Antitoxin  -  Under  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946 
the  Regional  Hospital  Board  is  now  responsible  for  the  supply  of  antitoxin. 
Antitoxin  may  now  be  obtain  by  medical  practitioners  from  Northampton 
General  Hospital. 

Ambulance  Facilities  -  Under  the  scheme  approved  by  the  Minister 
of  Health  this  work  is  carried  out  on  an  agency  basis  by  Towcester  Motor  Am¬ 
bulance  Committee  on  behalf  of  the  County  Council.  The  ambulance  is  stationed 
atTowester  and  service  provided  is  sufficient  for  the  needs  of  the  district. 

Hospitals  -  There  are  no  hospitals  in  the  district.  Infectious  disease  cases 
which  require  hospital  treatment  are  accommodiated  by  the  Oxford  Regional 
Hospital  Board  at  their  Harborough  Road  Hospital,  Northampton,  which  is  un¬ 
der  the  management  of  the  Northampton  Hospital  Management  Committee. 

National  Assistance  Acts  -  The  Act  of  1948  made  the  Council  respon¬ 
sible  for  the  removal  to  suitable  premises  of  persons  in  need  of  care  and  at¬ 
tention.  The  Act  of  195 1  amended  the  former  so  that  the  instant  removal  of  ur¬ 
gent  cases  could  be  obtained  on  the  joint  certificate  of  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
and  a  general  practitioner.  This  procedure  makes  it  unnecessary  for  an  applica¬ 
tion  to  be  made  to  a  court  of  summary  jurisdiction  until  3  weeks  after  the  re¬ 
moval.  During  the  year  it  was  found  necessary  on  the  joint  certificate  signed  by 
myself  and  a  general  practitioner  to  remove  to  Danetree  Hospital  an  elderly 
lady  unable  to  look  after  herself.  This  action  was  only  taken  after  the  failure  of 
all  other  forms  of  assistance  including  “home  helps”,  but  it  was  found  uneces- 
sary  to  apply  to  the  court  as  the  patient  decided  to  remain  in  hospital  voluntarily. 
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Under  Section  50  of  the  principal  Act  the  Council  are  respon¬ 
sible  in  certain  circumstances  for  the  burial  and  cremation  of  the 
body  of  any  person  who  has  died  or  been  found  dead  in  the  district. 
One  such  burial  was  dealt  with  during  the  year. 


SECTION  C. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

WA1ER  SUPPLY— Progress  has  been  mantained  on  the 
first  instalment  of  the  Regional  Scheme  and  at  the  time  of  writing 
the  laying  of  the  12”  trunk  main  has  been  completed  and  the  two 
original  contracts  covering  branch  mains  are  90°/o  and  75°/0  com¬ 
plete  respectively.  The  first  instalment  comprises  the  laying  of 
mains  as  follows:- 


Diameter 
(I  nches) 

12” 

10” 

9” 

8” 

7” 

6° 

5” 

4” 

3” 


Spun  Iron 

Asbestos  Cement 

Total 

(Miles) 

(Miles) 

(Miles) 

3.0 

- - 

3.0 

7.5 

• - 

7.5 

— 

0.1 

0.1 

0.8 

1.2 

2.0 

1.8 

6.5 

8.3 

2.6 

6.9 

9.5 

1.6 

5.3 

69 

l.l 

17.6 

18.7 

0.2 

1.8 

2.0 

and  the  construction  of  reinforced  concrete  reservoirs  at  Maidford 
and  Tiffield  of  750,000  and  175,000  gallons  capacity.  The  former  is  90 
per  cent  complete  and  progress  on  the  latter  is  well  advanced. 
Water  from  the  Bucks  Water  Board's  new  Great  Ouse  Scheme  will 
be  delivered  into  the  trunk  main  at  the  district  boundry  in  Parish 
of  Whittlebury  and  will  be  distributed  from  the  Maidford  reservoir 
by  gravity.  It  is  anticipated  that  water  frcm  this  sheme  will  be  avail¬ 
able  in  September,  1953. 

Mains  laid  in  village  of  Blisworth  under  this  scheme  have  al¬ 
ready  been  brought  into  use  in  order  to  allow  the  occupation  of  the 
houses  on  the  Council's  new  estate.  Standpipes  have  also  been  pro¬ 
vided  for  the  existing  30  Council  houses  in  order  to  eliminate  the 
carting  of  water  from  Towcester  -  a  practice  resorted  to  for  last  15 
years.  The  mains  referred  to  were  flushed  and  chlorinated  under  the 
supervision  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  15  samples  of 
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water  being  submitted  for  bacteriological  analysis  before  the  internal  condition 
of  the  mains  was  considered  satisfactory.  These  houses  are  being  supplied  from 
a  shallow  spring  near  the  canal  tunnel  mouth  were  a  temporary  collecting 
tank  and  pumping  unit  has  been  installed.  A  portable  chlorinator  is  also  avail¬ 
able  if  necessary,  and  a  constant  check  is  being  kept  on  the  quality  of  this  water 
by  the  Sanitary  Inspector, 

Extensions  of  the  first  instalment  have  also  received  Ministry  consent 
whereby  the  village  of  Maidford  and  a  further  portion  of  Shutlanger  will  now 
recieve  a  supply.  These  extensions  will  enable  badly  needed  housing  sites  to  be 
developed. 


The  first  instalment  will  deliver  water  to  the  following  centres  of  pop¬ 
ulation  and  also  farms  and  agricultural  land  en-route:- 


Whittlebury 

Silverstone 

Greens  Norton 

Blakesley 

Maidford 

Tiffield 

Stoke  Bruerne 

Paulerspury 

Cosgrove 


Woodend 

Plumpton 

Weston 

Lois  Weedon 

Wappenham 

Blisworth 

Shutlanger 

Potterspury 

Old  Stratford 


L  itchborough 
Grimscote 
Cold  Higham 
Fosters  Booth 
Pattishall 
Astcote 
Eastcote 
Deanshanger 


Many  of  these  villages  without  a  piped  supply  depending  on  a  variety  of 
wells  and  springs4  both  public  and  private,  for  their  water.  Samples  of  drinking 
water  taken  in  some  of  these  areas  were  submitted  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  to 
the  Public  Health  Laboratory  for  bacteriological  examination  and  it  is  obvious 
from  the  results  that  the  number  of  unsatisfactory  samples  exceded  those  of 
good  quality.  Faecal  pollution  was  evident  in  1 5  out  of  a  total  of  107  samples  sub 
mitted  for  analysis.  The  piped  supplies  on  the  whole  continued  to  be  of  fairly 
reasonable  quality  although  chlorination  had  to  be  resorted  to  over  short  periods 
in  a  few  cases.  The  inevitable  shortages  occurred  in  Deanshanger,  Paulespury 
and  Potterspury  and  the  same  symptons  are  becoming  evident  at  Yardley  Gobion 
since  the  Council  housing  estate  has  been  connected  to  the  supply.  Similarly, 
the  development  to  the  South  of  Towcester  has  greatly  accentuated  the  prob¬ 
lem  of  maintaining  a  supply  to  the  higher  levels  of  the  town. 


Details  of  the  various  parish  supplies  from  available  records  have  been 
compiled  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  into  tables  which  are  re-produced  later, 

It  is  interesting  to  report  of  an  investigation  made  by  the  Sanitary  In¬ 
spector  into  the  causes  of  complaints  from  parts  of  Towcester  regarding  the 
very  unpleasant  taste  and  smell  of  the  water  from  the  town  supply.  It  was  ob¬ 
vious  from  gauage  readings  and  other  checks  that  the  trouble  was  actually  ari¬ 
sing  inside  the  mains  themselves.  Bacteriological  enalysis  of  samples  for  col i- 
form  and  faecal  bacilli  proved  negative  and  it  was  then  decided  to  make  a  mic- 
rosroscopical  examination  of  the  deposit  flushed  out  of  the  interior  of  the  main 
This  was  found  to  be  composed  of  a  mixture  of  iron  bacteria  including  CRENO- 
TFRIX  and  DIDYMOHELIX  These  organism  are  harmless  in  themselves  but 
the  course  of  their  normal  metabolism  including  the  absorption  of  iron  from  the 
interior  of  the  mains  and  the  production  of  the  smell  and  taste.  The  Council’s 
Surveyer  arranged  for  chlorination  of  the  affected  mains  by  a  specialist  firm.  The 
complex  nature  ofTowester’s  supply  makes  such  an  operation  difficult,  because 
of  the  maze  of  pipes  supplied  from  two  different  sources,  the  number  of  boosters 
and  the  general  inadequacy  and  lack  of  pressure  in  parts  of  the  town. 
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Swimming  Bath  -  The  open  air  poo!  at  Blisworth  has  been  out  of 
use  since  the  last  report.  The  cost  of  sterilising  the  water  has  made  the  pro¬ 
position  uneconomic.  The  new  bath  at  the  Towcester  Grammer  School  is  now  in 
operation,  the  water  being  drawn  from  thetown  supply  and  recirculating  pumps 
together  with  a  chlorinating  plant  maintaining  a  satisfactory  quality. 

Sewage  Disposal,  Drainage  and  Sewerage  -  The  sewerage  and 
sewerage  disposal  scheme'at  Silverstone  is  now  working  satisfactorily  on  full  load. 
Only  seven  properties  within  the  effictive  area  of  the  scheme  have  not  been  con¬ 
nected  and  of  these  five  have  their  own  satisfactory  septic  tank  drainage.  Con- 
verson  of  pail  closets  to  W.  C’s.  have  voluntarily  carried  out  in  all  but  ten  cases 
and  as  the  Council  are  not  operating  Section  47  of  the  Public  Health  Act  1936 
only  unofficial  persuasion  can  effect  the  conversion  of  the  remainder.  It  is  also 
pleasing  to  note  that  the  Education  Authority  have  now  completed  the  work  of 
connecting  the  Junior  School  to  the  new  sewer. 

Work  at  Deanshanger  etc.  Regional  Sewerage  Scheme  is  proceeding  and 
it  is  anticipated  that  the  main  sewer  will  be  completed  in  time  for,  if  not  before, 
the  disposal  works  in  the  Wolverton  Urban  District  at  which  the  effluent  is  to 
be  treated.  During  this  year,  the  second  installment  of  this  scheme  has  been 
approved  by  the  Minister  and  work  has  commenced.  The  completion  of  this 
scheme  will  therefore  provide  the  following  areas  with  satisfactory  sewers:— 

Cosgrove,  Old  Stratford,  Deanshanger 

Wicken,  Potterspury  and  Yardley  Gobion 

I  would  also  like  to  place  on  record  that  a  Trade  Effluent  Notice  has  been  re¬ 
ceived  from  the  Deanshanger  Oxide  Co.,  in  respect  to  the  waste  from  their  fac¬ 
tory.  Samples  of  their  effluent  are  undergoing  tests  at  the  moment  in  order  to 
determine  whether  it  is  technically  possible  to  receive  the  liquid  into  the  sewen. 
In  my  opinion  the  acceptance  of  this  effluent  would  solve  a  problem  that  has 
caused  a  great  deal  of  trouble  in  the  past. 

A  scheme  is  being  prepared  by  the  Council's  Consulting  Engineers  for  the 
erection  of  new  disposal  works  for  Towcester  and  there  is  no  need  for  me  to 
emphasize  the  necessity  for  clearing  up  the  area  that  constitutes  the  existing 
works.  Schemes  are  also  in  course  of  preparation  for  villages  of  Pualerspury, 
Gayton  and  Blisworth  and  preliminary  surveys  have  been  carried  out  for  Alder- 
ton,  Shutlanger  and  Stoke  Bruerne.  I  would  also  strongly  urge  the  Council  on 
the  grounds  of  public  health  to  consider  at  the  earliest  possible  moment  the 
question  of  providing  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  works  for  the  remaining 
centres  of  population  in  the  district.  In  these  areas  the  existing  sewers  are 
mainly  brooks,  open  ditches  or  inadequate  unjointed  drains,  Many  complaints 
are  received  regarding  the  nuisance  from  these  and  I  quote  the  case  of  the  vill¬ 
age  of  Slapton  as  typical  for  despite  the  fact  that  the  is  but  a  small  centre  of  pop- 
ultion  numerous  complaint  continue  to  be  received.  The  position  in  such  village 
is  worsened  as  properties  are  modernised.  W.  C’s.  are  installed  either  direc¬ 
tly  connected  to  the  existing  inadequate  sewers  or  through  septic  tanks  whose 
effluent  drains  are  similarly  connected.  The  only  remedy  is  the  provision  of  a 
proper  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  system.  I  would  advise  that  the  village  of 
Slapton,  which  does  not  have  the  benifit  of  the  night  soil  collection,  and  in  view 
of  the  number  and  nature  of  the  complaints  that  have  been  received,  be  proper¬ 
ly  sewered  as  soon  as  possible  and  that  the  remaining  villages  be  dealt  with  in 
order  of  priority  or  convenience. 
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Disinfection  —  Concurrent  and  terminal  disinfection  of  premises,  cloth¬ 
ing  and  bedding  is  carried  out  by  means  of  gaseous  and  liquid  disinfectants  as 

required.  Details  of  the  work  done  is  given  in  Table  No.  6 

Rodent  Control  —  The  service  introduced  by  the  Council  in  1946  for 
the  treatment  of  properties,  has  continued  very  successfully  under  the  super¬ 
vision  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector.  The  scheme  also  provides  for  the  regular  sur¬ 
veys  of  the  Councils  undertakings,  and  other  properties.  Dwelling  houses  are 
dealt  with  at  a  charge  of  one  shilling  per  visit,  while  treatment  of  business  and 
similar  premises  are  charged  on  a  time  cost  basis  plus  1 0  °/Q  for  establishment 
fees.  The  use  of  the  new  anti-coagulant  poisons  for  the  full  period  of  twelve 
months  has  proved  their  superiority  over  the  older  types  in  almost  all  instances 
except  perhaps  for  the  treatment  of  sewers.  Recently  also  a  stablished  form  of 
oatmeal  has  been  adopted  as  a  base  and  results  have  been  extremely  satisfactory 
The  use  of  warfarin  against  mice  has  now  made  it  possible  to  almost  guarantee 
a  1 00  °/0  kill,  which  was  not  possible  until  the  introduction  of  these  anti-coag- 

lants.  The  Council  have  agreed  to  allow  the  Infestation  Department  of  the  Min¬ 
istry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  to  use  the  Towcester  Sewerage  system  in  a 
series  of  experiments  to  determine  whether  the  quarterly  treatment  of  sewers 
with  direct  poisoning  at  a  higher  poison  concentration  is  more  effective  than 
the  half  yearly  period  operated  at  the  moment.  The  Towcester  system  has 
been  chosen  for  the  purpose  of  experiment  as  it  is  known  to  be  infested,  the 
number  of  manholes  is  convenient  and  the  treatment  records  are  complete  and 
go  back  many  years.  It  is  intended  that  this  work  shall  commence  under  the  di¬ 
rection  of  a  technical  officer  from  the  Division  in  September,  1953. 

As  the  rodent  scheme  is  now  accepted  by  the  public  as  an  essential  part 
of  the  public  health  service  it  was  only  found  neccessary  in  one  case  to  take  any 
statutory  action  under  the  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act  1949  and  the  ser¬ 
vice  of  the  appropriate  notice  proved  sufficient  in  this  instance.  Table  No.  6 
shows  the  work  carried  out  during  the  year- 

Disinfestation  —  Premises  were  also  treated  during  the  year  for  the  era¬ 
dication  of  flies,  beetles  and  wasps. 

Public  Cleansing  —  The  collection  of  night  soil  has  now  been  extended 
to  cover  all  centres  of  population  in  the  district  not  covered  by  a  sewerage 
except  for  the  following:- 

Adstone,  Bradden,  Gayton,  Slapton,  Wicken, 

Woodend,  Plumpton,  Wood  Burcote  and  Caldecote. 

As  stated  by  my  predecessor  in  his  previous  reports,  this  method  is  a  nega¬ 
tive  approach  to  the  solution  ofthe  problem  of  the  sewage  disposal.  The  job 
in  itself  is  repulsive  and  costly.  Expensive  vehicles  and  squads  of  men  have  to  be 
maintained  whilst  at  the  same  time  my  department  continue  to  receive  com¬ 
plaints  of  nuisances  from  ditches,  brooks  and  drains  which  constitute  the  public 
sewers.  This  means  that  the  work  which  the  properly  constructed  sewerage 
and  sewer  works  could  carryout  effectively,  and,  in  the  long  run  more  econom¬ 
ically,  is  being  divided  between  the  soil  service  on  the  one  hand  and  ditches, 
brooks  and  land  drains  on  the  other.  One  is  well  aware  that  neither  expedient 
can  be  considered  satisfactory  from  a  public  health  point  of  view. 

I  am  pleased  to  report  that  all  the  refuse  in  the  district  is  now  collected 
by  means  of  two  loading  vehicles  specifically  built  for  the  purpose.  This  is  a  great 
improvement  over  the  use  of  an  open  lorry  and  a  step  in  the  right  direction. 

11 


SECTION  L> 


HOUSING 

The  number  of  Council  houses  occupied  in  the  district  at  the  end  of  1952 
was  1,350-more  than  a  quarter  of  total  number  of  dwellinghouses.  There  is, 
however,  still  a  great  demand  for  new  Council  houses  and  it  is  estimated  that 
the  number  of  genuine  application  on  the  list  for  housing  accomodation  is  in 
the  region  of  500.  The  list  is  at  present  in  process  of  revision  and  the  need  of 
each  Parish  is  being  compiled  from  the  applications  together  with  the  records 
of  Category  5  houses  in  the  Rural  Housing  Survey  and  the  houses  in  comfirmed 
clearance  areas  or  under  demolition  orders.  It  is  only  in  this  way  that  a  balance 
can  be  struck  between  the  needs  of  (I)  applications  without  a  house  of  their  own 
already  resident  in  the  district,  (2)  applicants  working  in  the  district  but  living 
elsewere,  (3)  applicants  living  in  over-crowded  conditions,  and  (4)  people  liv¬ 
ing  in  substanard  houses.  It  will  thus  be  ensured  that  houseswill.be  built 
where  they  are  actually  required  and  will  result  in  economy.  In  my  opinion, 
the  reasonable  approach  to  the  problem  was  applied  in  the  village  of  Blisworth 
The  Sanitary  Inspector's  report  on  the  inspection  of  the  Category  5  houses  put 
the  Committee  into  possession  of  the  information  regarding  the  actual  number 
of  the  cottages  requiring  immediate  attention  either  for  demolition  or  possible 
reconditioning  and  also  the  number  of  cottages  occupied  by  elderly  people  who 
had  no  wish  to  move.  It  was  decided  to  deal  with  the  latter  as  individual  unfit 
houses  as  soon  as  each  tenancy  terminated,  and  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  this 
procedure  should  be  adopted  in  all  other  villages. 

I  think  It  is  also  true  to  say  that  the  erection  of  631  new  Council  hou¬ 
ses  since  the  end  of  the  War  has,  if  anything  accentuated  the  comparison  be¬ 
tween  the  standard  in  these  houses  and  the  lack  of  amenities  and  unsatisfactory 
conditions  of  the  substandard  house.  Existing  houses  fall  into  three  main  sec¬ 
tions,  vis,  now,  outmoded  but  sound,  and  slums.  To  raise  standards  the  last 
two  must  be  given  attention.  But  here  again  I  am  echoing  my  predecessor's 
sentiments  when  I  refer  to  the  difficulties  met  with  in  tackling  the  problem. 
How  can  one  expect  a  landlord  to  carry  out  extensive  repairs  and  improve¬ 
ments  under  the  existing  position  of  rent  restriction?  The  owner  will  only  con¬ 
sider  the  improvement  of  his  property,  i.e.  houses  let  for  rent,  for  two  reasons 
(1)  On  the  knowledge  that  unless  he  does  so  he  will  lose  it,  and  (2)  that  he  will 
get  a  fair  return  for  the  money  he  lays  out.  The  housing  Act  1949,  brought  out 
a  system  of  grants  for  cottage  improvements  but  this  in  practice  has  proved  most  in¬ 
adequate  especially  in  a  rural  district  where  the  average  cottage  is  considerably  older 

than  that  found  in  urban  and  municipal  areas.  For  this  reason,  repairs  not  ranking  for 

grants  are  appreciable,  and  the  standards  being  much  lower,  more  outlay  is  required  to 
attain  these  demanded  by  this  Act.  The  solution  of  this  problem  of  existing  property  is 
in  my  opinion  as  important  as  the  provision  of  new  housing  accommodation. 

The  following  will  show  what  exactly  has  been  accomplished  in  this  district:- 


(I)  Provision  of  new  Housing  Accommodation 
(a)  Permanent  Houses 

Number  of  houses  erected  by  Council  pre-war  ...  ...  ...  719 

Number  of  houses  erected  by  Council  post-war  ...  ...  ...  631 

Number  of  houses  erected  by  Council  during  1 952.  ...  ....  ...  54 

Number  of  houses  erected  by  private  enterprise  post-war  ...  ...  65 

Number  of  houses  erected  by  private  enterprise  during  1952.  ...  9 

Number  of  houses  under  construction  by  Council  at  31.12.52  ...  ...  60 
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(b)  Temporary  Houses 

Nunber  completed  as  at  31.  12. 52.  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

(2)  Unfit  Houses 

Number  of  houses  subject  to  Demolition  Order  or  Clearance 

Order,  still  occupied  under  licence  or  otherwise  ...  ...  130 

Number  of  unfit  houses  dealt  with  under  Housing  Act,  1936., 

By  Demolition  Order  procedure  post-war  to  31.  12.  52.  ...  ...  46 

Clearance  Area  post-war  up  to  31. 12. 52.  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Houses  in  pre-war  Clearance  Areas  demolished  since  1945  ...  ...  105 

Houses  in  pre-war  Clearance  Areas  vacant  awaiting  demolition  ...  52 

House  under  pre-war  Demolition  Orders  demolished  ...  ...  I 

Houses  under  pre-war  Demolition  Orders  vacant,  awaiting  demolition  10 


(3)  IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS,  HOUSING  ACT,  1949. 

Applicants  received 
Applications  rejected 
Applications  approved 
Applications  under  consideration 
Applications  withdrawn  after  approval 


7 

2 

5 

7 

4 


The  existing  scheme  of  refuse  collection  is  as  follows:- 

Weekly  Collection: 

Old  Stratford,  Deanshanger  .  on  Mondays 

Towcester  .  on  Thursdays. 

Fortnightly  Collection: 

Cosgrove  |  . .  ...  on  alternate  Mondays 

Wicken  | 


Pattishall,  Cold  Higham,  Litchborough,  Maidford,  Adstone,  Astcote, 
Eastcote,  Gayton,  Dalscote .  on  alternate  Tuesdays 


Potterspury,  Paulerspury,  Yardley  Gobion,  Stoke  Bruerne,  Shutlanger  on  alternate  Tuesdays 


Wappenhan,.  Abthorpe,  Slapton  ,  Bradden  . 

Silverstone,  Whittlebury 
Wood  Burcote,  Grafton  Regis,  AJderton, 

Wakefield  Lodge,  Caldecote 
Greens  Norton,  Woodend,  Blakesley,  Weston, 

Plumpton,  Lois  Weedon  ...  ...  . . 

Hulcote,  Tiffield,  Blisworth  ...  ...  ...  . 

Factory  Act,  1937. — Under  Section  128  (3)  of  this  Act  the  General  provisions  as  to 
Health  conditions  under  which  employees  work  and  a  return  of  outworkers  has  to  be 
included  in  this  report.  Details  of  the  inspections  carried  out,  together  with  the  defects 
found  and  the  action  taken  thereon  are  given  in  Table  No.  14.  Two  notifications  of  out¬ 
workers  were  received  under  Section  110(1). 


on  alternate  Wednesdays 
on  alternate  Wednesdays 

on  alternate  Thursdays. 

on  alternate  Fridays 
on  alternate  Fridays 


Movable  Dwellings. — Two  licences  are  in  force  in  the  district  under  Section  169 
of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936.  The  sites  are  situated  at  Towcester  and  Blisworth  re¬ 
spectively  and  each  are  limited  to  20  caravans. 


Cinemas,  and  Hails. — There  is  one  cinema  in  the  Distict  built  at  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  the  last  war.  Sanitary  accommodation  is  excellent  and  the  building  is  fitted 
with  modern,  air  conditioning  plant. 

Three  new  public  halls  have  been  erected  during  the  last  year  or  so  and  several 
existing  halls,  have  been  improved.  Modern  sanitary  and  kitchen  facilities  have  been  pro¬ 
vided,  and  halls  in  most  of  the  larger  centres  of  population  are  now  well  equipped.  As 
watetr  and  sewerage  become  available  it  is  hoped  to  bring  all  public  buildings  up  to  a 
satisfactory  standard. 
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Silverstone  Race  Track. — The  conversion  of  this  war-time  areodrome  into  an  inter¬ 
national  motor  racing  track  brought  a  number  of  problems  associated  with  public  health. 
In  the  first  instance  the  number  of  spectators  was  unpredictable  with  the  result  that  the  san¬ 
itary  accomodation  as  provided  in  the  early  days  proved  unsatisfactory  and  inadequate.  Even¬ 
tually  however,  following  much  thought  and  experiment  the  existing  conservancy  system 
was  evolved  which  has  proved  satisfactory  The  accommodation  provided  is.  well  sited  around 
the  course  and  is  accessible  to  both  the  Gwsuul  spectators  and  the  cesspool  emptying  vehicles 
which  remain  on  duty  during  all  big  events.  The  amount  of  accommodation  is  well  above 
that  laid  down  in  L.  C.  C.  Byelaws  for  out-door  meetings. 


SECTION  E. 


Milk  Supply  -  The  number  of  distributors  with  Retail  Dairy  Premises 
in  the  district  as  on  31st  December,  remained  at  7.  These  premises  receive  re- 
gular  visits  from  the  Sanitary  Inspector.  The  licences  in  force  are  as  follows:— 

Milk  (Special  Designation) 

(Pasteurized  and  Sterilized  Milk)  Regulations,  1949 
No»  of  licences  for  bottling  and  sale  of  pasteurized  milk  —  —  4 

Milk  [Special  Designation]  [Raw  Milk]  Regulation  1949 
No.  of  licences  for  bottling  and  sale  of  tuberculin  tested  milk  —  —  5 

In  addition,  the  following  supplementary  licenses  have  been  issued  to  dealers 
in  the  district  from  the  premises  outside: — 

Milk  (Special  Designation) 

(Pasteurized  and  Sterilized  Milk)  Regulations,  1949. 

No.  of  licenses  for  sale  of  pasteurized  milk  ...  3 

Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Raw  Milk)  Regulations,  1949 
No.  of  licenses  for  sale  of  tuberculin  tested  milk  ...  ...  2 

Samples  of  milk  taken  in  course  of  delivery  to  consumers,  have  been  submitted 
at  intervals  for  examination  as  to  cleanliness  and  keeping  quality.  Thesamples 
undergo  a  standard  methylene  blue  test  to  determine  if  the  milk  will  be  sufficien¬ 
tly  fresh  to  be  drinkable  some  24  hours  after  delivery  to  the  consumer  and  past¬ 
eurized  milk  is  submitted  to  a  phosphatase  test  which  shows  the  efficiency  of  the 
process.  The  number  of  samples  so  submitted  and  the  classification  of  the  re¬ 
sults  are  :- 


Tuberculin  Tested  Milk: 


Glassification 

*  No. 

Per  Cent 

Passed 

8 

66.6 

Failed 

>  4 

33.3 

:  '  Total 

12 

- 

Ungraded  Milk:- 
Classification 

No. 

Per  Cent 

Passed 

20 

60.4 

Failed 

13 

39.6 

Total 

33 

_  V, 
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Pasteurized  Milk> 

Methylene  blue  test:- 


Classification  No. 

Passed  .  10 

Failed  .  3 


Total  13 


Per  Cent 
77 
23 


Phosphatase  Test:- 
Classification 

Passed  . 

Failed 


No.  Per  Cent 

13  ...  100 


Total  13 


A  comparision  of  the  above  results  speaks  for  itself  and  it  may  be  added 
that  two  of  the  Methylene  Blue  failures  in  the  case  of  pasteurized  milk  were 
undoubtedly  due  to  the  laboratory  storage  temperature  exceeding  65°  F.  The 
percentage  figure  of  passes  is  probably  nearer  90,  and  when  one-  considers  that 
most  distributors  handle  both  pasteurized  and  raw  milk  on  the  same  premises ; 
the  results  emphazise  the  fact  that  only  “safe”  milk  is  pasteurized.  17  samples 
were  also  submitted  for  biological  examination  and  all  were  found  to  be  free 
from  tuberculosis  but  two  were  positive  to  Brucella  Abortus.  It  was  not  found 
necessary  to  take  any  action  under  Article  20  of  the  Milk  and  Dai  r  ies  Regula-i; 
tions,  1949,  with  regard  to  the  control  of  milk  infected  with  notifiable  disease. 


Food  Premises — The  number  of  food  premises  in  the  district  is  now 
as  follows;- 

’  ■  •-  i.  '  *  .  i  •  • 


Villages  and  General  Stores 
Grocer’s  shops 

Green  Grocer’s  and  Fruit  shops 
Fishmonger’s  shops  ...  : 
Travelling  Fishmongers  ...... 

Bakehouses  ... 

Fried  Fish  Shops 

Bread  and  Confectioner’s  Shops 

Cafes 

Transport  Cafes 

(with  sleeping  accommodation) 
Transport  Cafes 

(without  sleeping  accommodation) 
Cooked  meat  manufactures 
Hotel  with  catering  facilities 
Butcher’s  Shops 


43 


5 

5 

f 

3 

19 

2 


3 


2 

2 

9 

13 


Total 


119 


15 


Inspection  of  the  above  are  carried  out  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector.  Struc¬ 
tural  improvements  have  been  carried  out  to  a  number  of  these  premises  and 
improved  equipment  installed.  From  a  hygiene  point  of  view  there  is  no  doubt 
that  the  general  standard  in  food  premises  in  this  district  is  definitely  on  the 
upgrade  although  quite  a  lot  remains  to  be  done. 

Licensed  Premises* — The  number  of  on-licensed  premises  in  the  district 
is  now  58,  i.e.  3  less  than  in  the  previous  year.  During  the  year  improvements 
were  carried  out  to  8  of  these,  including  the  provision  of  glass  washing  facil¬ 
ities  and  modernisation  of  sanitary  accommodation.  Owing  to  the  lack  of  a 
proper  water  supply  it  is  at  present  impossible  to  deal  with  some  of  these  houses 
but  as  soon  as  the  Regional  Scheme  has  been  completed  it  is  hoped  to  effect 
a  considerable  improvement.  Glass  washing  facilities  complying  with  Section 
18  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  have,  up  to  the  present,  been  provided 
to  40  houses,,  and  31  have  modern  sanitary  conveniences. 

Ice  Cream* — Under  Section  1 4  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  38 
premises  are  registered  for  the  sale  and  storage  of  ice  cream.  The  ice  cream 
is  sold  from  thermostatically  controlled  refrigerating  cabinets  complying 
with  the  Ice  Cream  (Heat  treatment)  Regulations,  1947.,  All  ice  cream  sold 
in  the  dictrict  is  pre-packed  no  complete  cold  mix  being  used. 

Samples  of  icecream  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory, 
Northampton,  for  bacteriological  tests  for  cleanliness.  Of  the  15  samples  ex¬ 
amined  93  per  cent.,  were  graded  either  I  or  2,  a  very  satisfactory  result. 
Two  sample  of  “iced  lollies**  were  also  submitted  for  analysis  and  both  were 
found  to  be  satisfactory. 

The  actual  classifications  of  ice  cream  samples  were  as  foilows;- 

Grade 

1 

2 


Total 


No. 

9 

6 

I 


16 
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Meat  Inspection. — The  number  of  slaughter  houses  licensed  under  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  remained  at  three.  One  of  these  regularly  used  in  conjunc¬ 
tion  with  a  Bacon  Factory  and  the  other  two  are  occasionally  used  for  the  slaught¬ 
er  of  cottager’s  pigs.  Fresh  meat  for  consumption  in  the  district  is  slaughtered  at 
Northampton  and  delivered  in  vans  specially  constructed  for  the  purpose,  and  it  does 
appear  that  there  has  been  some  improvement  In  the  handling  during  distribution. 
The  Sanitary  Inspector,  who  is  also  a  qualified  Meat  and  Other  Foods  Inspector,  is  re¬ 
sponsible  for  inspecting  all  carcases  of  animals  killed  in  the  district  for  sale  for  human 
consumption  and  regular  visits  are  paid  to  the  Bacon  Factory  at  Blisworth,  and  to 
Butcher's  shops  for  the  purpose  of  the  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulation,,  1924-48. 

The  number  of  visits  made  were  as  follows:- 

Slaughterhouses  .  99 

Butcher’s  Shops  .  76 

Apart  from  visits  paid  to  the  premises,  samples  of  meat  by-products  have  been 
suL  mited  for  bacteriological  examination  -  a  useful  form  of  control  made  more  sig¬ 
nificant  after  the  outbreak  of  Salmonella  food  poisoning  in  1951-52.  Five  samples 
of  pork  pie,  8  samples  of  sausage  meat,  and  one  sample  of  chitterlings  were  taken 
for  bacteriological  examination.  No  pathogenic  organisms  were  isolated  from  any 
of  these  foods. 

SECTION  r. 

PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER 

DISEASES 

Smallpox.-— No  cases  were  notified. 

Vaccination.-— The  number  of  infants  under  one  year  who  were  primarily  vaccin¬ 
ated  totalled  18,  and  for  other  ages  6.  The  number  re-vaccinated  (all  ages)  was  8. 

Scarlet  Fever. — 15  cases  were  notified,  as  compared  with  3  in  1951.  4  were 
admitted  to  hospital  and  no  death  were  recorded. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia. — No  cases  were  notified. 

Pneumonia. — I  I  cases  of  acute  primary  pneumonia  or  acute  influenzal  pneu¬ 
monia  were  notified  against  1 4  in  1951.  ‘‘Pneumonia”  in  all  forms,  was  the  certi¬ 
fied  cause  of  death  in  II  cases.  These  deaths  are  not  necessarily  those  of  patients 
who  were  notified. 

Erysipelas. — Cne  case  was  notified. 

Measles. — The  number  of  cases  notified  totalled  65  as  compared  with  122  in 
1951.  There  were  no  deaths. 

Whooping  Cough.— A  total  of  56  cases  were  notified  among  1 1  parishes  as 
compared  with  33  in  1951.  There  were  no  deaths. 

Anterior  Poliomyelitis.— One  case  of  ‘‘paralytic”  Poliomyelitis  was  notified  at 
Old  Stratford.  There  were  no  deaths. 

Diphtheria.— No  cases  we  e  recorded. 

Food  Poisoning. — No  cases  of  food  poisoning  were  notified  and  there  was  no 
secondary  outbreak  of  the  Salmonella  infection  which  occured  in  December,  1951. 

Infectious  Hepatitis. — The  small  outbreak  in  Pauierspury  subsided  and  no 
further  cases  were  notified  during  the  year. 

Tuberculosis. — 5  new  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  (2  males  and  3  females) 
were  notified  the  same  as  in  1951.3  male  and  I  female  non-pulmonary  cases  were 
also  notified.  There  were  no  recorded  deaths  from  this  disease^during  1952.  At  the 
*  end  of  the  year  there  were  75  persons  in  the  district  known  to  be  suffering  from 
tuberculosis  (54  Pulmonary  and  21  non-pulmonary). 

The  number  of  deaths  together  with  the  crude  rate  during  the  quinquennium 
1948 — 1952  and  for  the  administrative  county,  are  as  follows:- 

Tuberculosis  Mortality. 

1948  1949  1950*  1951  1952 

Towcester  R.  D.  0.503(7!)  0.489(7!)  0.207(3!)  0,843(5!)  .0 

Administrative  County  0.420  0.430  0.300  0.260  0.250 

!  Actual  number  of  deaths 

No  action  was  taken  during  1952  under  Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tubercul¬ 
osis)  Regulations,  1925  (relating  to  persons  suffering  from  Tuberculosis  employed  in 
the  milk  trade)  or  under  section  162,  Public  Health  Act,  1936  (relating  to  compul¬ 
sory  removal  to  hospital  of  persons  suffering  tuberculosis). 

Full  statistical  details,  showing  age,  monthly  and  parish  incidence,  etc.,  for 
infectious  disease  are  shewn  in  Tables  Nos.  II,  12  and  13. 
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SECTION  C 


STATISTICAL  TABLES,  1 952. 

TABLE  No.  1. 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH,  1952. 


Causes  of  Death 

Males 

Females 

Total 

1. 

Tuberculosis — Respiratory  . 

, 

i 

, 

2. 

Tuberculosis,  other  . 

_ 

. 

_ 

3. 

Syphilitic  disease  . 

... 

1 

1 

4. 

Diphtheria  . 

•  •  • 

— 

— 

— 

5. 

Whooping  Cough  . 

... 

— 

— 

— 

6. 

Meningococcal  infection  . 

... 

— 

— 

7/ 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

8. 

Measles  . 

_ 

— 

— 

9. 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

, - 

— 

— 

10. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

... 

3 

1 

4 

11. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  tronchus 

... 

4 

— 

4 

12. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  . 

— 

2 

2 

13. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  . 

•  •  • 

— 

1 

1 

14. 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasm 

7 

4 

11 

15. 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  . 

_ _ 

_ 

— 

16. 

Diabetes 

w  •v**»'*  V  •••  •••  J  .  •  •••  ••• 

— 

1 

1 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

•  •  • 

16 

20 

36 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  angina  ... 

5 

13 

18 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

1 

1 

2 

20. 

Other  heart  disease 

•  •  • 

13 

17 

30 

21. 

Other  circulatory  disease . 

1 

1 

2 

22. 

Influenza  . 

•  •  • 

- - 

1 

1 

23. 

Pneumonia  . 

•  •  • 

5 

6 

11 

24. 

Bronchitis  . 

... 

5 

5 

10 

25. 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  ... 

.  .  . 

— 

— ■ 

— 

26. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  duodenum 

... 

3 

— 

3 

27. 

Gastritis,  enteritis,  diarrhoea 

... 

— 

— 

— 

28. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  ... 

... 

— 

1 

1 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

... 

2 

— 

2 

30. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion . 

— 

— 

— 

31. 

Congenital  malformations  ... 

— 

1 

1 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill— definded  diseases  ... 

9 

10 

19 

33. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

1 

— 

1 

34. 

All  other  accident 

6 

1 

7 

35. 

Suicide 

3 

— 

3 

36. 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war  ... 

.... 

— - 

- 

— 

ALL  CAUSES 

85 

86 

171  . 
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1919 

1920 

1921 

1922 

1923 

1924 

1925 

1926 

1927 

1923 

1929 

1930 

1931 

1932 

1933 

1934 

1935 

1936 

1937 

1938 

1939 

1940 

194! 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 


Table  No.  2. 

VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  1952  AND  PREVIOUS  YEAR 


Estimated 

population 

Births 

Dea 

ths 

All  A  cf  p  c 

No. 

Rate 

No. 

/  jl  c  U'  r  • 

Rate 

No. 

Rate 

dc,9,387 

156 

16.61 

7 

44.87 

158 

17.53 

[]  9,011 

9,370 

259 

27  64 

15 

57.90 

146 

15.58 

9,920 

21  1 

2S.27 

21 

99.52 

131 

13.20 

9,937 

172 

87.30 

9 

52.32 

136 

13  68 

9.944 

171 

17.  S  9 

9 

52.63 

120 

12.06 

10,000 

162 

36,20 

9 

55  50 

115 

11,50 

9,959 

150 

15.06 

8 

53.33 

123 

12.35 

9,870 

152 

15.40 

5 

32.89 

116 

11.75 

9,887 

144 

14.56 

8 

55.55 

115 

19  63 

9,502 

134 

E4.60 

4 

29.85 

120 

52.63 

9,398 

139 

14.79 

6 

43.16 

138 

14.68 

9,384 

1 15 

82,25 

8 

69.56 

129 

13.74 

9,324 

131 

14,04 

7 

53.43 

104 

II.  n 

9,324 

118 

12.65 

0 

00.00 

114 

12.22 

9,271 

147 

15.85 

4 

27.21 

96 

10.35 

9,200 

114 

52.39 

5 

43.80 

132 

14.34 

!  13,155 

180 

S  3.67 

7 

38.88 

181 

13.75 

13,040 

210 

16. 50 

10 

47.60 

165 

12  60 

12,900 

170 

5  3.20 

9 

52.90 

197 

IS  30 

12,860 

152 

11,80 

4 

26.30 

182 

14  20 

12,930 

184 

54.20 

5 

27.11 

170 

13.06 

[]  13,020 

13,190 

184 

13.90 

7 

36.95 

219 

16.55 

14.750 

203 

13.80 

14 

68.96 

211 

14.31 

14,050 

244 

57,40 

12 

49.18 

147 

10.47 

13,690 

254 

18.55 

14 

55.81 

193 

14.23 

13,680 

242 

17.67 

8 

33.05 

192 

14.04 

13,500 

228 

!  6. 1 4 

5 

22.80 

174 

12.88 

13,490 

273 

20.24 

13 

47.25 

178 

13.89 

13,750 

283 

20.58 

8 

28.19 

178 

12  04 

13.910 

238 

S7.1! 

13 

54.62 

184 

13.23 

14,300 

255 

17,38 

8 

31.37 

179 

12.59 

14,470 

217 

15.00 

7 

32.25 

197 

53.6! 

14,540 

230 

55.73 

11 

47.82 

197 

13.47 

14  490 

1 

219 

15.1 

7 

31.9 

171 

1  1,8 

dk,  Population  for  calculation  of  Birth  Rates. 
[]  Popul  ation  for  calculation  of  Death  Rates. 
!  Potterspury  R.  D.  added  to  District- 
^Census  years. 
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Table  No  3. 


WATER  SUPPLY— INFORMATION  RELATING  TO  PIPED  SUPPLIES. 


Name  <$f 
Undertaking 

Parishes  in 
areas  of 
supply 

Estimated 

population 

Total  No. 
houses  in 
Parish 

No.  of  houses  served 

{a) 

Water 
laid  on 

(b) 

Stand¬ 

pipes 

Abthorpe 

Abthorpe 

272 

100 

21 

72 

Blackesley 

Blakesley  ... 

376 

138 

83 

47 

Cold  Higham  | 
(in.  Grimscote) 

Cold  Higham 

242 

79 

17 

45 

Cosgrove  and 
Deanshanger 

Cosgrove 

Old  Stratford 
Deanshanger 

2134 

767 

634 

61 

Gayton 

Gayton 

362 

138 

124 

5 

Greens  Norton 

Greens  Norton 

664 

111 

143 

15 

Litchborough 

Litchborough 

222 

87 

23 

59 

Maidford 

Maidford 

190 

57 

— 

54 

Paulerspury 

Paulerspury 

797 

315 

242 

48 

Potterspury 

Potterspury 

780 

302 

174 

119 

Siiverstona 

Silverstone 

Wittlebury 

1  121 

486 

412 

— 

Stoke  Bruerne 

Stoke  Bruerne 

234 

89 

— 

79 

Towcester 

Towcester 

2252 

894  845 

14 

Wicken  ... 

Wicken 

301 

115  i  32 

1 

74 

Yardley  Gobion 

Yardley  Gobion 

517 

207 

128 

54 

20 


Table  No.  4. 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  WATER  SUPPLIES 


No. 

Taken 

Results 

Parish 

Private 

Public 

Good 

Sus- 

Bad 

Faecal 

Pollution 

picious 

Present 

Abthorpe  . 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— ■ 

- 

Blackesley 

2 

1 

— 

1 

1 

2 

2 

Blisworth  . 

— 

15 

2 

4 

9 

5 

Cosgrove  . 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Cold  Higham 

— 

2 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Deanshanger 

— 

5 

1 

1 

3 

3 

Gayton 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Greens  Norton 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Maidford 

2 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

Old  Stratford 

1 

7 

2 

1 

3 

2 

2 

Pattishall  ... 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

— 

Paulerspury 

— 

5 

2 

2 

1 

— 

Potterspury 

— 

9 

6 

3 

— 

— 

Shutlanger 

* — • 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 7 

Silverstone 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Stoke  Bruerne 

— 

3 

— 

2 

1 

— 

Tiffield 

_ 

4 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

Towcester  ... 

_ _ _ 

18 

16 

2 

_ 

. 

3 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— 

Weston 

5 

. 

1 

_ 

4 

■  -  - 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Whittlebury 

— • 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Wicken 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Yardley  Gobion 

— 

7 

1 

1 

5 

1 

Totals 

16 

91 

45 

29 

33 

15 

21 


Table  No.  5 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 


Total  No 
Houses 
in 

Parish 

No  of  houses  v 

Drains 

Discharging 

vith 

Closet 

Accommodation 

to 

No.  of  houses 
v/ith 

Parish 

Surface 

Water 

Drains 

Sewers 

W.Cs. 

.  Pail 
Closets 

Abthorpe 

100 

96 

— 

6 

89 

Adstone  . 

36 

59 

— 

4 

29 

Blakesley  . 

138 

114 

• — 

30 

i  04 

Blisworth  . 

261 

103  ~~ 

158 

65 

190 

Bradden 

31 

22 

4 

9 

15 

Cold  Higham  ... 

79 

79 

— * 

12 

65 

Cosgrove  . 

139 

129 

— 

30 

107 

Deanshanger  ... 

342 

276 

56 

82 

160 

Easton  Neston 

33 

7 

26 

28 

5 

Gayton  . 

138 

104 

25 

50 

74 

Grafton  Regis 

76 

66 

— 

21 

53 

Greens  Norton 

177 

10 

255 

266 

11 

Lichborough  ... 

87 

80 

— 

12 

71 

Maidford 

59 

55 

— 

4 

49 

Old  Stratford... 

226 

219 

— 

189 

35 

Pattishall  . 

280 

226 

36 

63 

207 

Paulerspury . 

315 

237 

50 

85 

218 

Potterspury  ... 

302 

272 

— 

71 

231 

Shutlanger 

91 

89 

— 

2 

79 

Silverstone  ... 

359 

36 

323 

326 

23 

Slapton 

36 

32 

— 

10 

21 

Stoke  Bruerne 

89 

76 

— 

10 

73 

Tiffield 

61 

52 

— 

12 

44 

Towcester  . 

894 

19 

859 

813 

45 

Wappenham  ... 

114 

107 

— 

22 

83 

Weston  &  Weeden... 

124 

100 

18 

31 

89 

Whittlebury  ... 

127 

115 

— 

50 

73 

Wicken 

115 

100 

— 

26 

73 

Woodend 

70 

57 

4 

16 

45 

Yardley  Gobion 

207 

136 

58 

71 

136 

22 


TABLE  No.  6 

PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS,  1949. 


Type  of  property 


Local 

Authority 

Dwelling 

Houses 

Agri¬ 

cultural 

All  other 
includ¬ 
ing  Business 
&  Industrial 

TOTAL 

Total  number  of  properties  in 
Local  Authority  District 

150 

4806 

260 

550 

5766 

Number  of  properties  inspected 
by  the  Local  Authority  during 
1951  as  a  result  (a)  of  notifica¬ 
tion  or  (b)  otherwise 

(a)  2 

62 

15 

39 

118 

cr 

-fe. 

oo 

173 

3 

30 

359 

Number  of  properties  found  to 
be  infested  by  rats 

Major  1 
Minor  1 39 

78 

4 

8 

38 

5 

273 

Number  of  properties  found  to 
be  seriously  infested  by  mice 

— 

5 

■ — 

7 

12 

Number  of  infested  properties 
treated  by  the  Local  Authority 

140 

83 

iO 

45 

288 

Number  of  notices  served  under 
Section  4: — 

(1)  Treatment 

(2)  Structural  Works  (i.e., 
Proofing) 

— ' 

— 

— 

— 

• — 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

Total 

430 

406 

40 

159 

1055 

Number  of  cases  in  which  default 
action  was  taken  by  Local  Author 
ity  following  issue  of  notice  un 
Section  4 

— 

_ 

_ _ 

_ 

_ 

Number  of  “block”  control 

scheme  carried  out  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 


Tabie  No.  7. 

MISCELLANEOUS  INSPECTIONS  ETC.,  CARRIED  OUT  BY  SANITARY 

INSPECTOR  IN  1952. 


Canal  Boats  inspected 

Slaughterhouses  licensed 

No.  of  meat  hawer’s  vans  inspected 

No.  of  fried  fish  hawker’s  vans  inspected 

No.  of  fruit  hawker’s  vans  inspected  ... 

No.  of  fish  hawker’s  vans  inspected 

Provision  vans  inspected 

Bakehouses  inspected 

Privies  converted  to  pail  closets 

Pails  to  water  closets 

Caravans  inspected 

Settling  tanks  cleaned  out 

Cesspools  cleaned  out 

Rooms  disinfected 

Articles  of  bedding  and  clothing  disinfected 
Drains  tested  by  water  test 
Drains  tested  by  smoke  test  ... 

Nuisances  from  untrapped  drains 
Nuisances  from  blocked  drains 
Nuisances  from  defects  In  houses 
Nuisances  from  offensive  ditches 


2 

3 

32 

26 

10 

16 

20 

16 


74 

120 

70 

16 

156 

150 

46 

12 

66 

382 

54 


Notices  Served: 

Informal  under  Sec.  92.  Public  Health  Act  1936  ...  ...  301 

Statutory  under  Sec.  92,  Public  Health  Act  1936  ...  ...  6 


HOUSING  Table  No.  8 

I.  Inspections  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year: — 

1.  (a)  Number  of  dwellng-houses  inspected  for  defects  (under  Public  Health 

or  Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  466 

(b)  Inspections  made  the  purpose  ...  ...  ...  ...  712 

2.  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  and  recorded  under  Housing 

Consolidated  Reg  1925/32  ...  ...  ...  ...  76 

2.  (b)  Inspection  made  for  the  purpose  ...  ...  ...  ...  81 

3.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  dangerous  or  injurious 

to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  76 

4.  Dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  under  proceeding  sub-head) 

not  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  habitation  ...  382 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  Service  of  Formal  Notice 

Number  of  houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of  Action  by 
Local  Authority  or  Officers — 

Housing  Act  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

Public  Heath  Act  ...  ...  ...  ...  360 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year:- 

A  Proceeding  under  Section  9,  lOand  16  Housing  Act,  1936 

1.  Dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 

served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  nil 

2.  Dwelling-housing  in  which  defects  were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices — 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  ...  Nil 

B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts — 


1.  Dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served  requiring  defects 

to  be  remedied  **•  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

2.  Dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notice 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  ...  Nil 

C.  Proceedings  under  Section  II  and  13  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 

(1)  Dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  Demolition  Order  ...  ...  12 

(2)  Dwelling-houses  demolished  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

D.  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936 — 

1.  Seperate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 

Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

2.  Number  of  seperate  tenements  or  underground  rccms  in  respect 

of  which  Closing  Orders  were  determined  ...  ...  Nil 

4.  Housing  Act,  1936  —  Part  4 — Overcrowding- 

Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded 

24 


Not  Known 


Table  No.  9 


FOOD  SURRENDERED  AND  DESTROYED. 


Tinned  Milk 
Tinned  Fish 
Tinned  Vegetables 
Tinned  Fruit 
Preserves 


Tins 

3 

30 

113 

53 

7 


Tinned  Meat 

Meat 

Offal 

Cheese 

Sausages 


Tons  cwts 

—  I 

5  10 

—  19 


qrs.  lbs. 

2  4 

3  5 

I  — 

1  7.75 

2  11.50 


Table  No.  10. 

CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED. 


1 

Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  [if  known] 

— 

— 

— 

— ■ 

9,650 

Number  inspected 

— 

— 

— 

— 

9,650 

All  disease  except  tuberculosis — 
Whole  carcases  condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

— j 

— • 

— 

— 

52 

Percentage  of  the  number  in¬ 
spected  affected  with  disease 
other  than  tuberculosis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

.59 

Tuberculosis  only*— 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

— 

■ — 

— 

— 

3 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  o- 
organ  was  condemned 

— 

911 

Percentage  of  the  number  in¬ 
spected  affected  with  d4»ga*a 
Tuberculosis 

— 

• — ■ 

9.4 

25 


Table  No.  II 


AGE  INCIDENCE  OF  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES 
(Other  than  Tuberculosis)  1952 


Disease 

—  1 

—2 

—3 

—4 

-S 

—  10 

-15 

I-20 

—35 

—45 

—65 

65-/- 

All 

Ages 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

8 

3 

— 

— 

1 

• — 

— 

15 

Pneumonia 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

3 

2 

4 

2 

13 

Measles  . 

4 

5 

3 

10 

9 

30 

4 

— 

— 

— 

■ — 

— 

65 

Whooping  Cough 

4 

8 

9 

f 

17 

7 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

55 

Poliomyelitis 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

! 

Erysipelas  ... 

(j  1 

1 

Totals 

9 

14 

12 

20 

27 

45 

9 

_ 

4 

3 

!  4 

3 

i  150 

Table  No.  12. 

MONTHLY  INCIDENCE  OF  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES 

(Other  than  Tuberculosis),  1952 


Disease 

January 

February 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September 

October 

1 

j  November 

December 

Totals  | 

Scarlet  Fever 

3 

1 

— 

— 

3 

— 

7 

1 

15 

Pneumonia 

1 

— 

5 

— 

— 

1 

« — 

— 

1 

1 

4 

13 

Measles 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 

6 

— 

Iji 

39 

65 

Whoop.ng  Cough  ... 

6 

5 

16 

19 

7 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— . 

— 

— 

55 

_ 

Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

4 — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Erysipelas 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

i- 

j 

— 

1 

Totals 

7 

5 

24 

!  20 

i  7 

3 

— 

7 

10 

1 

1  22 

44 

150 

Table  No.  13 

INCIDENCE  OF  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES 
{other  than  Tuberculosis ) 

IN  INDIVIDUAL  PARISHES 
during  the  year.  1952 


Parish 

Scarlet 

Fever 

Pneumonia 

Measles 

Whooping 

Cough 

Poliomyelitis 

tO 

■s 

CO 

£ 

ffl 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

Food 

Poisoning 

Totals 

Abthorpe 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Blisworth  . 

4 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

Bradden  . 

1 

— 

— 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— • 

— 

6 

Cold  Higham  ... 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

r - 

1 

Cosgrove  . 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— 

'  — 

■ 

— ■ 

— 

3 

Deanshanger  . 

— 

1 

2 

24 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

27 

Gayton  . 

1 

— 

— 

4 

- — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

Grafton  Regis 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

• - 

1 

Greens  Norton 

— 

— 

20 

— 

— 

— 

• — 

— 

— 

20 

Old  Stratford... 

1 

2 

10 

5 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

19 

Pattishall 

1 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

Paulerspury  ... 

— 

3 

5 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

9 

Potterspury . 

— 

1 

2 

8 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

II 

Shutlanger 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Stoke  Bruerne 

2 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

Tiffleld 

— 

1 

— * 

— 

-1  -  H 

1 

_ 

1 

Towcester  . 

4 

3 

1 

6 

— 

- 

— 

— 

- - 

14 

Wappenham  ... 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

—  1 

Weston  &  Weeden... 

— 

— 

1 

— 

• — 

— 

— 

— 

- - 

1 

Whittlebury  ... 

— 

— 

4 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Wicken 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Yardley  Gobion 

— 

— 

4 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

6 

Totals  ...  .,. 

15 

II 

65 

56 

i 

1 

— 

— 

— 

105 

27 


/ 

Table  No.  14. 

Prescribed  particulars  on  the  administration  of  the  Factory  Act,  1937  for  the  year,  1952. 

PART  I  CF  THE  ACT 

I.— Inspectons  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections  made  by  San¬ 
itary  Inspectors) 


Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Premises 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupier 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 
and  6  are  to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities  . 

II 

15 

6 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  . 

68 

45 

2 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local  Authority  (ex¬ 
cluding  out-workers’  premises) 

13 

26 

3 

— 

TOTAL  . 

92 

86 

II 

— 

2 — Cases  in  which  defects  were  found 


Nu 

mber  of  cases  i 
were 

n  which  defects 
found 

Number  of 
cases  ef 
which  pro¬ 
secutions 
were 
instituted 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Ref 

To  H.  M. 
Inspector 

erred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l.)  . 

Overcrowding  (S.2.)  . 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3)  . 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4)  . 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S.6)  . 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7)  . 

(a)  Insufficient  . 

6 

6 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective  . 

5 

5 

4 

(c)  Not  seperate  for  sexes  . 

Other  offences  against  the  Act  (not  includ¬ 
ing  offences  relating  to  Outwork) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total  .  | 

12 

12 

— 

4  I 

— 

28 


